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Abstract

The “Beginnings” of Ishimure
Michiko’s Literature
- “A Woman Who Is an Exile” and the Appearance of

Physicalized Memory

Gyesam Y1

Ishimure Michiko became a writer by participating in “Circle Mura” a club
movement in the Kyushu region during the postwar period. Through the
movement, Ishimure realized that she was “a woman who is an exile”, and
shared the style of commonality, which is “listening and writing”, with her
peers.

Ishimure has been involved in social movements related to Minamata disease
for a long time with the “Exile”, including the patients of Minamata disease and
their families, which have spread to the Minamata region since 1959.

It can be said that the discussion and acceptance of Ishimure Michiko’s
literature have been conducted mainly in the field of eco-criticism as
environmental literature. However, this article focuses on the movements of her
“physicalized memory” that had been activated from the ‘beginnings’ of her
literature to meeting the female historian Itsue Takamure, and encountering
with Minamata disease.

First, this paper examines the formation of Michiko’s memories, which had
been shaped through her solitary childhood, her painful experiences of the
fascism and war era, and her various losses during the circle movement that
came into her life after attempting suicide.

Also, focusing on the concept of “a woman who is an exile”, this paper
analyzes the “reconstructed memory”, which came from the thought of Itsue
Takamure, whom Michiko met after the strike of the ‘hunger of words’ during
her strife against Minamata disease.

Furthermore, this paper sets the moment when Ishimure met Minamata
patients for the first time, when she ‘overlapped’ her existence with the

patients and fell into the world of Minamata disease by “physicalized memory”,
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as the ‘beginnings’ of her literature.
Overall, this paper attempts to demonstrate that the ‘beginnings’ of Michiko’s
literature has created a political subject that does not return to the order of the

pre-existing subjects.



